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Fort Knox:
The Turret reported Dec. 2

that more than $4 million in
road repair efforts has been
placed under contract since
2001. Work done to roads in
the past and coming in the
near future include:

For more on this story and
other Fort Knox news, visit
www.thenewsenterprise.com/ar
ticles/2004/12/16/turret on the
Web.

Fort Belvoir:
The Eagle reported Dec. 9

that former prisoner of war
Shoshana N. Johnson visited
the Army Materiel Command

Dec. 1 to
discuss
her expe-
rience in
Iraq and
her time
in service.
Johnson is
identified
by Army
officials
as the first
female
POW of
Operation

Iraqi Freedom and the first
black female POW in U.S. war
history.

For more on this story and
other Fort Belvoir news, visit
www.belvoireagle.com on the
Web.

Fort Jackson:
The Leader reported Dec. 9

that within the next two
weeks, thousands of Soldiers
at Training and Doctrine Com-
mand schools would begin
packing up and preparing to
move during the annual break
from training known as the
Holiday Exodus.

Holiday Exodus is a two-
week period in which Soldiers
who are assigned to the
Army’s training centers are
allowed to return home for the
holidays. 

All the Army’s training cen-
ters are regulated by the U.S.
Army Training and Doctrine
Command, headquartered at
Fort Monroe, Va. This year’s
exodus is scheduled to take
place Dec. 20 through Jan. 3,
2005.

For more about this story
and other Fort Jackson news,
visit www.fortjackson
leader.com/ on the Web.

Walter Reed:
The Stripe reported Dec. 10

that Maj. John Nerges man-
aged to fit 40 students into a
cramped intensive care unit
room while taking care of a
Medical Intensive Care Unit
patient, he led a class of about
40 nursing students through
every step of a typical morn-
ing shift. 

The MICU head nurse’s
actions didn’t compromise
patient safety with an over-
crowded room, though. 

He was conducting a “virtu-
al clinical” for nursing stu-
dents at Mount Aloysius Col-
lege in Cresson, Pa. — about
170 miles away from Walter
Reed. 

Over the last four months,
Walter Reed has participated
with the college in the con-
gressionally funded Nursing
Telehealth Applications Initia-
tive.

For more on this story and
more Walter Reed Army Med-
ical Center news, visit
www.dcmilitary.com/army/stri
pe on the Web.

Around
The Army

By Gary Skidmore
Command Info Officer

For Riley boosted its security
force Nov. 29 with 25 Department
of the Army policemen, who
began manning the Henry Avenue
access control point in the morn-
ings.

“The long term plan is to inte-
grate DA Police into the ACPs
and eventually into law enforce-
ment on the installation,” said Lt.
Col. Anthony D. Zabek Fort
Riley’s provost marshal and com-
mander of the 924th Military
Police Battalion.

Zabek said the installation’s

current security contractor,
AKAL, will remain on the ACPs,
but will eventually share the load
of security with the fort’s other
law enforcement and security
forces.

“AKAL will remain on the
ACPs as well as DA Police and, in
some cases, MPs,” Zabek said.

“Law enforcement and security is
a joint force of Soldiers, contrac-
tors and DA civilians. The intent
is to provide a professional, well-
trained police and security force
to the senior mission commander,
in this case Maj. Gen. Dennis
Hardy, commanding general, 24th
Infantry Division (Mech) and Fort

Riley, for the protection of the
Fort Riley community.”

Zabek said the DA Police will
be patrolling the installation
sometime in the future. The intent
of adding DA Police to Fort Riley
is to provide the installation with

New civilian employees will eventually move into law enforcement mission

Post adds 25 DA police to force

See Police, Page 3

By Cassidy Hill
Community Relations

Santa’s elves received more than 1,000
toys from toy marches Dec. 10 and 13 that
supported Operation Santa Claus.

Soldiers of the 70th Engineer Battalion
and 937th Engineer Group donated the
toys to support the annual toy drive that
collects money and toys for needy children
during the holidays.  

On Dec. 10, the 70th Engineers
marched 5 1/2 miles from Custer Hill to
Main Post during their ninth annual toy
march.  Sounds of holiday chants filled the

air as about 400 Soldiers carried toys in
their rucksacks and delivered them to the
Operation Santa Claus Headquarters in
Building 261.

The Soldiers, who were all wearing
Santa hats, joined 80 students and 12
teachers from Morris Hill Elementary
School during the march. The teachers and
third-, fourth- and fifth-grade students
walked with the Soldiers from King Field
House to the Operation Santa Claus Head-
quarters.

The Soldiers and students donated more
than 550 toys valued at almost $2,500.

Lt. Col. Anthony Wright, 70th Engineer

Battalion commander, said the unit has
been participating in the march for nine
years, despite the fact that the unit was
deployed last year. He said the unit’s fam-
ily and rear detachment Soldiers main-
tained the tradition of the toy march while
the unit was in Iraq.

“It’s really a way to get into the Christ-
mas spirit,” Wright said. “It’s a challenging
time right now, but this is a lot of fun.”

Anaya Royal, a fourth-grade Morris Hill
Elementary School student, said Operation
Santa Claus is a good program because it

Toy Soldiers

Post/Blackmon
Command Sgt. Maj. Anthony Cady sings Christmas carols with students of Morris Hill Elementary School during
the 70th Eng. Bn.’s ninth annual toy march to donate toys to Fort Riley’s Operation Santa Claus. The students joined
the marching Soldiers at King Field House for a toy march of their own.

Engineers, students help Santa Claus

See Toy march, Page 2
By Cynthia Colson
Human Relations Officer

Numerous Army employees
have reportedly received phone
calls from a person claiming to be
a contractor with the Army Bene-
fits Center-Civilian. 

The caller reportedly asks a
series of personal questions for
the purpose of preparing an annu-
ity estimate.

The center does not employ
contractors and is not contacting
employees for this reason.

Employees are reminded that
the Army Benefits Center-Civil-
ian is the primary source within
the Department of the Army for
providing information and coun-
seling on Federal Employees
Health Benefits, Federal Employ-
ees Group Life Insurance, Thrift
Savings Plan and retirement bene-
fits for Army employees.      

The ABC-C will occasionally
need to contact an employee on a
specific benefit issue without
prior contact from the employee
for the purpose of resolving health
plan discrepancies, etc.

The ABC-C does not employ

Official
warns
of sham
by caller

By April Blackmon
Staff writer

A great leader; a selfless Sol-
dier; a dedicated husband and
father; a true friend. These phras-
es were echoed by Capt. Mark
Stubenhofer’s friends and com-
rades as the Fort Riley communi-
ty gathered Dec. 13 to pay tribute
to Fort Riley’s 43rd fallen Soldier. 

“He has completed his mission,
and God has called him home,”
said Lt. Col. Dale Ringler.

Stubenhofer, commander of
Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 1st Battalion, 41st
Infantry, was killed Dec. 7 in
Baghdad, Iraq, by small arms fire
during a dismounted patrol.

“Mark knew his Soldiers faced
danger every time they went on

patrol or convoy. Mark knew his
duty was to share his experience
with them to make them better
and help ensure their safety. Mark
knew it would be wrong for his
Soldiers to face risks that he did-
n’t have to, so he continued to
lead as he knew how - from the

front,” said Maj. Kevin West,
commander of the 3rd Brigade
Rear Detachment (Provisional).

“We were talking about if the
invasion was going to be worth it.
There were lots of opinions on
how things would turn out. Mark
summed it all up when he

described about when we would
drive the highways in our convoys
and some young Iraqi child in a
mud farmhouse would spot the
convoy from about a half a mile
across the field and a canal.

“The child would then prompt-
ly begin racing for the highway as
fast as he could. Even though he
had no chance of making it to the
road before we passed, just to
have a chance to wave at us. Mark
said if they would do that, it had
to be worth it and we had to be
doing a good thing,” said Capt.
Theodore Leonard.

“He was a true Soldier’s leader
who took a very no-nonsense
approach to everything,” said Sgt.
1st Class Danny Skeens. “He did
everything to take care of the

Comrades honor fallen Soldier

Department of Defense

The Department of Defense
has announced several large units
scheduled for deployment in sup-
port of  Operation Iraqi Freedom
rotations scheduled to begin in
mid-2005. 

The rotation is consistent with
the current force structure in Iraq
of 17 brigades and three division
headquarters. 

The troop list announced
includes the 48th Infantry Brigade
(Separate), Georgia Army Nation-
al Guard, 24th Infantry Division
(Mech); 1st Brigade, 1st Infantry
Division, Fort Riley; 172d Stryker
Brigade Combat Team, Fort
Wainwright, Alaska; 1st Brigade,
10th Mountain Division, Fort
Drum, N.Y.; the division head-
quarters and four brigades of the
101st Airborne Division (Air
Assault), Fort Campbell, Ky.; and
the division headquarters and four
brigades of the 4th Infantry Divi-
sion , Fort Hood, Texas .

The first units deploying to
Iraq are scheduled to arrive in
mid-2005 and successive units
will deploy at various times
through mid-2006.

Units
tapped
for Iraq

Capt. Mark Stubenhofer
30-year-old native of Springfield, Va. 
Commissioned in the Army in May
1996.
Stationed at Fort Riley since March
2001.
Deployed to support Operation Iraqi
Freedom in June 2004. It was his sec-
ond tour to Iraq in two years.

See Sham, Page 4See Memorial, Page 4

Shoshana
Johnson
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allows children to have presents
they wouldn’t otherwise get.

“I like to give to the children
who don’t have stuff,” said Royal,
who also participated in last
year’s toy march. 

“This year I brought a My Lit-
tle Pony and a teddy bear,” she
said.

Operation Santa Claus also
received support from 937th Eng.
Grp. Soldiers marched down
Custer Hill carrying toys in their
rucksacks Dec. 13.

About 330 Soldiers delivered
the toys to Operation Santa Claus
and then spent more than two
hours wrapping presents.

The Soldiers donated 415 toys
valued at more than $1,850.  

Spc. Wendell Clayton of the
172nd Chemical Company said he
enjoyed participating in the toy

march and that he considered the
march a success.

“It’s all about the kids,” Clay-
ton said, “and I think a lot of chil-
dren will be happy with the num-
ber of toys we donated today.”

Col. Eddie Perkins, 937th
Engineer Group commander, said
the toy march was a great oppor-
tunity for his Soldiers.  Perkins,
who was dressed as Santa during
the march, said the Soldiers
enjoyed themselves.

“Christmas is a time for giving,
and it’s nice to know you are giv-
ing back to the community that
supports you,” Perkins said.

Operation Santa Claus has
received more than $41,541 in
monetary and toy donations and
has spent more than $11,000 on
toys in the surrounding communi-
ties for the program.

Toy march continued from page 1

Post/Skidmore
Sgt. 1st Class Douglas Nelson, 172nd Chemical Company,
937th Engineer group carries a large box filled with presents
he and the group donated to Operation Santa Claus.

Three-year-old
Brenden
Edmonds rides
comfortably in
the rucksack his
father, Pfc.
Bradley
Edmonds of the
70th Eng. Bn.,
carries during
the ninth annual
toy march the
unit made Dec.
10 from Custer
Hill to Opera-
tion Santa Claus
headquarters on
Main Post. 
Post/Blackmon

Sgt. Dennis
Estep of Co.
C, 70th Eng.
Bn., sings a
Christmas

carol while
holding a

stuffed
Tweety bird

he carried
during the
battalion’s
toy march

Dec. 10.
Post/Blackmon

Post/Hill
Soldiers of the 937th Eng. Grp. wrap presents
after their toy march Dec. 13.

Post/Blackmon
Benden Edmonds enjoys a cup of
soup after the Dec. 10 Toy March
by 70th Eng. Bn. Soldiers.
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Museums close
for holidays

The U. S. Cavalry Museum,
Building 205 and the Fort Riley
Regimental Museum, Building
207, will be closed Dec. 24 and
25 and Dec. 31 and Jan. 1.
Both museums will resume nor-
mal hours of operation, 9 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Monday through
Saturday and noon to 4:30 p.m.
Sunday, beginning Jan. 2.

For information about the
museum gift shop, call 239-
2737.

Offices to close
for holiday

Civilian Personnel Advisory
Center will close at 11:30 a.m.
Dec. 17 and remain closed for
the remainder of that day to
allow staff members to partici-
pate with staff of the Civilian
Personnel Operations Center at
their holiday celebration at
Riley’s Convention Center.

For CPAC emergencies, call
Cindy Colson, human relations
officer, via the Fort Riley Oper-
ations Center, 239-1099. 

The Directorate of Resource
Management Office will close
from 10 a.m. Dec. 23 to 7:30
a.m. Jan. 4.

The Public Affairs Office
will be closed from 1 to 5 p.m.
Dec. 17.

For more information, call

Don Burnett at 239-0531,
extension 958.

Public Works
sets pick-up

The trash pick-up schedule
will change Dec. 20-24 in
observance of Christmas. The
schedule is:

Dec.  20 – Colyer Manor,
Main Post, Marshall Field,
dumpster at Building 621. (No
change from regular schedule.)

Dec.  21 – Ellis Heights,
O’Donnell Heights, Montieth
Heights and Peterson Heights
(north of Thomas Avenue),
dumpsters at Building 5309.
(No change from regular sched-
ule.)

Dec.  22 – Warner Heights,
Burnside Heights, dumpsters at
Buildings 28, 45, 470, 540, 542
and 621.

Dec. 23 – Meade Heights,
McClellan Heights, South
Warner Heights, Peterson
Heights (south of Thomas
Avenue), dumpsters at Building
5309. 

Dec.  24 – No pick up.
The trash pick-up schedule

also will change Dec. 27-31 in
observance of New Year’s. The
schedule is:

Dec.  27 – Colyer Manor,
Main Post, Marshall Field,
dumpster at Building 621. (No
change from regular schedule.)

For more information, call
239-6274.

Post news in brief

Corrections
Phone numbers to call to get post road information were

incorrect in the Dec. 3 issue. The correct numbers are 239-2793,
239-2795 or 239-2798.

Figures representing the number of Enlisted Spouse Club
members were incorrect in the Dec. 3 issue. Sherri Miller, presi-
dent of the Enlisted Spouse Club, reports that the club has grown
from 50 members in August to 85 members at present. The
membership goal is to reach 100.

the ability to deploy MP units to a
theater of operations and have
coverage on the installation with-
out activating Army Reserve and
Army National Guard units for
purely law enforcement opera-
tions in CONUS.

“All of the military police Sol-
diers on Fort Riley are assigned to
deployable ... units,” Zabek said. 

While the intent is to minimize
the use of reserve component MP
units mobilizing for purely law
enforcement support, the Depart-
ment of the Army has developed a
program  where reserve compo-
nent combat arms units are being
retrained as provisional military
police units that can be activated
and employed on installations for
law enforcement missions,” he
said.

“They attend training at Fort
Leonard Wood, Mo., where the
U.S. Army Military Police School
is located, and are available to
support installations that are
deploying military police to sup-
port the national military strate-
gy,” Zabek said. “However, the

objective is to employ  DA
Police.” 

Zabek said more than 100 DA
Police will be phased into Fort
Riley operations during a six-
month period.

Additions will include
deputy, investigators

The additions include a deputy
provost marshal, plans and opera-
tions staff, law enforcement spe-
cialty positions including traffic
and criminal investigators, a com-
munity services officer, force pro-
tection specialists, a game war-
den, dog handlers, supervisory
police officers and line officers. 

Zabek said that applicants for
the DA Police position must have
a law enforcement background,
which includes serving in a police
service in the armed forces or
experience as a police officer in a
civilian law enforcement agency. 

“As the program gains momen-
tum, we will look to hire non-law
enforcement experienced people
at the entry level,” Zabek said.

“This is based on our ability to
contract an academy to provide
the training that we cannot do
internally.” 

Zabek said candidates go
through a series of gates similar to
that of a civilian police agency,
including a criminal background
check, physical and mental evalu-
ation, physical agility test and an
interview.

If selected for the position, they
will attend a three-week academy
on Fort Riley to train them on Fort
Riley rules and procedures and
basic police training techniques.

Zabek said candidates who
complete the academy then go
through a field officer training
program that includes a left seat-
right seat ride with an experienced
police officer or MP.

Force protection
mission unchanged
Zabek said force protection

requirements will not change with
the addition of the DA Police.  

“The Fort Riley community

must keep in mind that we are a
nation and an Army at war.  As
such, military installations are a
target and we must maintain vigi-
lance. Procedures and random
anti-terrorism measures at gates at
Fort Riley are no different than
anti-terrorism measures in place
at all our military installations
worldwide, he said.

“Our primary concern is the
safety of the Soldiers, family
members and civilian workforce
at Fort Riley. The enemy is not
someone easily identifiable,
which is why we take the precau-
tions and measures at the gates.

“We do understand that there
are traffic slow-downs at the
gates, and we are doing our best,
within the standards that we must
operate for the protection of
everyone, to get people through in
a timely manner. The best way the
community can help us is to take
a few extra minutes and use dif-
ferent gates, plan ahead and have
the required documentation ready
for the security personnel,” Zabek
said.

Police continued from page 1

Department of Defense

CAMP AL-TAHREER, Bagh-
dad — A Task Force Baghdad
Soldier assigned to a Fort Riley
unit and convicted for murdering
an Iraqi civilian was sentenced to
three years in prison, reduction to
the rank of private, forfeiture of
all pay and a dishonorable dis-
charge Dec. 10. 

Staff Sgt. Johnny M. Horne
pleaded guilty to one specification
of murder in violation of Article

118 of the Uniform Code of Mili-
tary Justice and one specification
of conspiracy to commit murder
in violation of Article 81.

A panel of seven senior service
members passed the sentence
after hearing testimony from the
prosecution and the defense. They
deliberated for about four hours
before reaching their decision.

The convictions stemmed from
Horne’s murder of a severely
wounded Iraqi civilian in Bagh-
dad’s Sadr City district Aug. 18.

Soldier sentenced
for Iraqi murder

Staff report

A Fort Riley Soldier visiting
friends and family died Dec. 11
in Overland Park, Kan., as a
result of injuries sustained in
an all-terrain vehicle accident.

Spc. Donald G. Gowler, 22,
of Merriam, Kan., was a can-
noneer assigned to 1st Battal-
ion, 5th Field Artillery, 1st

Brigade, 1st Infantry Division,
at Fort Riley.

He enlisted in the Army in
February 2001. 

Gowler had been stationed
at Fort Riley since August
2003. 

He served a one-year rota-
tion with the 1st Bde. in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi Free-
dom.

Fort Riley Soldier
dies in accident
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boys.”
“Stubie had the audacity to be a

leader that made the improbable
probable, that made the impossi-
ble a measured success,” said
Frank Hathaway, a close friend
who served previously with
Stubenhofer at Fort Riley.

Stubenhofer was posthumously
awarded the Meritorious Service

Medal, presented to his wife by
Maj. Gen. Dennis Hardy, com-
mander, 24th Infantry Division
(Mech) and Fort Riley.

His other awards and decora-
tions include two Bronze Star
Medals, Purple Heart, Meritorious
Service Medal, two Army Com-
mendation Medals, two Army
Achievement Medals, National

Defense Service Medal, Armed
Forces Expeditionary Medal,
Global War on Terrorism Expedi-
tionary Medal, Global War on
Terrorism Service Medal and
Army Service Ribbon.

He also earned the Ranger Tab,
Senior Parachutist Badge, Royal
Thai Jump Wings and Combat
Infantryman’s Badge.

Memorial continued from page 1

Maj. Gen. Michael
Symanski, com-

mander of the
89th Regional
Support com-

mand, talks with
recipients of the

Purple Heart after
a ceremony at

Fort Riley Dec. 7.
(Seated from

right) Spcs. Shan-
non Rachwitz,

Brandon Smith
and Howard

Schwausch
received the

medals. Participat-
ing in the ceremo-
ny is Col. Kimber-

ly Weaver (back
right), 648th Area

Support Group
Commander.

Post/Blackmon

By April Blackmon
Staff writer

Three reserve component Sol-
diers received Purple Hearts Dec.
7 for injuries sustained while
serving in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom.

Spcs. Shannon Rachwitz,
Howard Schwausch and Brandon
Smith were honored during a cer-
emony at the 648th Area Support
Group headquarters on Custer
Hill.

“The Purple Heart is not an
award that you win. It’s one that is
presented by a grateful nation for

one’s commitment and dedication
to being a Soldier on the nation’s
behalf. I want to thank you for
your service,” said Maj. Gen.
Michael Symanski, commander
of the 89th Regional Support
Command.

Rachwitz, of the 308th Quar-
termaster Company, was hit in the
leg with shrapnel during a mortar
attack June 30 at Log Base Seitz
near the Baghdad International
Airport.

Schwausch, of the 369th Trans-
portation Company, was escorting
a convoy from Camp Caldwell,
Kirkush, to Camp Anaconda,

Balad, when it was hit with an
improvised explosive device July
13. He fractured his right shoul-
der.

“We were about an hour out-
side the camp. We were just dri-
ving and there was a vehicle-
borne IED on the side of the road.
We got about 10 or 15 feet away
from it and it just went off,”
Schwausch said.

Smith, of the 428th Trans. Co.,
was stationed at Camp Cooke,
Taji. He lost hearing in his left ear
after his vehicle was hit with an
IED April 18 at an underpass in
Baghdad.

Reservists wounded, injured while in Iraq
Soldiers earn ‘Hearts’

contractor personnel to do that
and will only make such calls dur-
ing the normal business hours of 6
a.m. to 6 p.m. Central Time.  

Local advisory centers and
operation centers may also need
to contact employees to further
coordinate the benefits specified.

For the Flexible Spending
Account and Long Term Care

benefits, the Office of Personnel
Management has designated
Sykes Health Plan Services and
Long Term Care Partners, respec-
tively, to administer these pro-
grams.    

Non-appropriated fund
employees, as necessary, would
be contacted by a representative
from the NAF Human Resources

Office.   
If an employee ever feels

uncomfortable with someone
making contact with them, he or
she can always place a direct call
to verify the source. 

For instance, for the ABC-C,
the employee can call the center’s
toll-free number and ask to speak
with the counselor who is calling.

Sham continued from page 1

Got a general concern that needs an answer?
Call the editor at 239-8854 and talk about it.
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By Karen Tolliver-Lee
Family Advocacy Program

The holiday season is often
thought of as a time full of
joy, cheer, parties and gath-

erings with friends and
family. However, for
many people, it is a
time of loneliness, anx-
ieties and sadness.

“Holiday blues” can
cause stress, fatigue,
financial hardships and
unrealistic expecta-
tions. Some people
experience headaches,
over-eating and exces-
sive drinking brought
on by tension.

Recent studies indi-
cated that some people
suffer from Seasonal
Affective Disorder. SAD results
from fewer hours of sunlight dur-
ing the winter months. 

Post-holiday stress may occur
among some people after Jan. 1.
This can result from disappoint-
ments, excessive fatigue and
stress.

Coping with stress, depression
and deployment during the holi-
day season is possible. Consider
the following ways to ease those
anxieties that might come with
the holidays and military deploy-

ments:
• Make and use a budget for

shopping money.
• Set reasonable goals; keep

expectations manageable.
• Plan ahead. Get an earlier

start shopping, sending
gifts etc.

• Enjoy activities
that are free, such as
looking at holiday dec-
orations in the commu-
nity.

• Begin your own
traditions; tune down
the hype and over-com-
mercialization.

• Help others. Do
something for someone
else. Volunteer at a
local community cen-
ter, nursing home, local
school, shelter, etc.

• Surround yourself with peo-
ple who are in your situation to
help prevent loneliness.

• Spend a few hours of expo-
sure to sunlight to relieve depres-
sive symptoms.

• Overall, take good care of
yourself.

For those who would like
more information, call someone
with the Family Advocacy Pro-
gram at 239-9435 between 7:30
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday.

By Mike Heronemus
Editor

Ionce had an editor who tried
to personify Ebeneezer
Scrooge. He would stomp

around the newsroom during the
holiday season muttering “Bah!
Humbug!” while the rest of us
decorated our desks with tiny
trees shining with miniature
ornaments or softly played
Christmas music in our cubicles.

We all knew he wasn’t
Scrooge. In fact, he was very
generous, but it was a holiday
tradition at that newspaper, and
we all enjoyed the tradition.

Americans look forward to
holiday traditions. They help us
realize how fortunate we are to
live in a nation that allows such
celebrations and how wonderful
it is to be part of a society that
tries to make each holiday a
happy time for everyone, espe-
cially those less fortunate.

This year, I received an extra
helping of that holiday spirit at a
time I didn’t expect it.

The absence of a Junction City
volunteer staff resulted in the dis-
appearance of local Salvation
Army bell ringers this season.
The money donated to the Salva-
tion Army during this time of
year was aimed at helping that
organization buy toys for chil-
dren who would otherwise get no

Christmas
presents and
to help put a
meal on the
table for
families in
need.

It
appeared the
Junction City
community
would have a
number of
families
observing a

less than merry Christmas. That
changed. One community organi-
zation, the United Way of Junc-
tion City and Geary County, vol-
unteered to gather toys and food
for local families in need if they
could get some help from other
groups in the area.

Junction City South Kiwanis
Club stepped up to organize bell
ringers at a local grocery story.
They didn’t have trouble finding
help. Members of the Noon
Kiwanis Club, Ladies’ Reading
Club, Sertoma Club, Optimist
Club, Pilot Club, Rotary Club,
Juneteenth Committee, Shriners’
Mini Wheels, Jim Clark Auto
Center, Central National Bank
and Valley View Professional
Care Campus volunteered to ring
the old-fashioned sleigh bells and
man the donation bucket.

As of Dec. 11, after 11 days of

ringing the bells, shoppers had
contributed more than $2,000
toward a merrier Christmas for
needy families in the city.

During my times jingling the
sleigh bells, my Christmas spirit
rose, too. I was a bit shocked the
first time someone thanked me
for “ringing the bells.” Why
would someone want to thank me
for soliciting money to help
someone else? I learned from a
few people who stuffed dollar
bills into my bucket and then
paused to chat with me that they
missed the traditional bell ringers
outside stores.

Several shoppers walked past
me with carts filled with gro-
ceries. I understood that. They,
like me, have lots to do and just
so much time to get it done, I
thought. A few minutes later,
some of those shoppers came
back into the store and dropped
donations into the bucket. They
didn’t bring the grocery cart
back. They just came back in to
donate a dollar or two to help
someone else have a happy holi-
day.

• • •

More times than I can
count, people stopped at
my bucket, fumbled with

bags of groceries and dug
through wallets and purses to
find something to give, heedless
of the effort it was taking, just

feeling a need to share what they
have with others.

Giving to charities has become
a holiday tradition for many peo-
ple, and this season they were
missing that tradition until a
bunch of civic organizations and
charitable volunteers stepped up
to keep this particular Christmas
tradition alive in Junction City.

Fort Riley has done the same
thing for years with its Operation
Santa Claus and the 70th Engi-
neer Battalion and 937th Engi-
neer Group toy marches down
Custer Hill to the post’s stand-in
for the North Pole. 

I find it hard to comprehend
Christmas without Fort Riley’s
Operation Santa Claus elves
rushing through stores to buy
Christmas gifts for girls and
boys. Already they have spent
more than $11,000 to make this
Christmas merry for lots of chil-
dren and their parents.

They will be in Manhattan col-
lecting more toys Dec. 18 for
admission to that night’s Kansas
State University basketball game,
thanks to the university’s and its
sports department’s holiday spir-
it.

Christmas is a season of the
heart, and I was reminded very
personally this year just how
loudly Fort Riley’s and the sur-
rounding communities’ collective
heart beats.
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This week’s question:
Besides the religious aspects, what’s the most important

thing Fort Riley families should remember this holiday
season?

Next week’s question:
What is your New Year’s wish for yourself and for the

Fort Riley community?

Opinions may be e-mailed to the editor at
mike.heronemus@riley.army.mil or faxed to the editor at
239-2592. Opinions must reach the editor by close of
business Tuesdays to appear in the following Friday’s
paper.

Letters to the editor:
The Post will print letters to the editor. They may be

edited to fit available space, but the content’s message
will not be changed. Letters must include the writer’s
complete identification and a phone number the editor
can use to verify information in the letter and obtain
more information, if it is needed. Send letters to Editor,
the Post, Public Affairs Office, Building 405, Fort Riley,
KS 66442 or e-mail them to
mike.heronemus@riley.army.mil

RRiilleeyy
RRoouunnddttaabbllee

“Family and looking out for one
another during the Holidays.”

Chap. (Maj.) Richard Green
1st Brigade Chaplain

Home: Enterprise, Ala.

“The holiday gives us an opportunity
to get outside ourselves, and there are so
many that seem to be less fortunate than
we are .... We have to remember the Sol-
diers who aren’t with their families due
to deployment ... that there are families
throughout the year who have lost a
loved one who won’t be with them dur-
ing the holidays.”

Chap. (Capt) Jeffrey Lee
Home: Mertzon, Texas 

“It’s also a valuable time to reflect on
the past and dream about the future.”

Chap. (Maj.) Carl Rosenberg
Family Life Center Chaplain

Home: Holcombe, Wis. 

“No matter what we’re going through
right now, remember that God is with us
now and in the future. Hang in there,
because things will work out.”

Chap. (Maj.) Nathan Zimmerman
1st Battalion, 34th Armor, Chaplain

Home:  Del City, Okla.

Holiday spirit evident throughout area
Pen Points

Mike
Heronemus

Carolyn
Tolliver-Lee

Grunt By Wayne UhdenHints for brightening
holiday’s doldrums

Emotional Health

Post Reader Feedback Form
How does the Post rate?

Poor Fair Good
Interesting articles ......................

Valuable information ..................

Mix of unit, community news ....

Photo coverage of events ...........

Sports coverage ..........................

Entertainment coverage .............

Travel coverage ..........................

Availability of paper ..................

Easy to read, understand ............

Your opinion is important to the Post editor and staff. Please take a moment
to tell us how well we are doing our job of keeping you informed about what
is happening at Fort Riley. Fax the form to (785) 239-2592 or clip and mail
this form to Editor, Public Affairs Office, Building 405, Fort Riley, KS 66442,
or drop the form at building 405. You may also send your opinions to the staff
by e-mail at mike.heronemus@riley.army.mil.

What are your concerns or suggestions for improvement?
___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Your name (optional) and phone number (if you would like to talk
about your ideas): _____________________________________________

FORT RILEY POST
This newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the Army.

The contents of the Fort Riley Post are not necessarily the official views of,
or endorsed by the U.S. Government, Department of Defense, Department
of the Army or Fort Riley. The Fort Riley Post is an unofficial publication
authorized by AR 360-1. Editorial content is prepared, edited and provided
by the Public Affairs Office and Fort Riley. The Fort Riley Post is published
by Montgomery Communications, a private firm in no way connected with
the Army, under exclusive written contract with Fort Riley.

Publisher-Maj. Gen. Dennis Hardy
Public Affairs Officer-Maj. Jeffrey Buczkowski 
Command Information Officer-Gary Skidmore

Printer-John G. Montgomery
Fort Riley Editorial Staff:
Editor-Mike Heronemus

Staff writer-April Blackmon
Advertising Representatives-

Monica Lloyd, Stephanie Simmons, Annie Moulin

The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or
supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the Department of the
Army or Montgomery Communications of the products or services adver-
tised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for pur-
chase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national
origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any
other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron. If a violation or
rejection of this equal opportunity policy by an advertiser is confirmed, the
printer shall refuse to print advertising from that source until the violation
is corrected.

For business or advertising matters, call The Daily Union in Junction
City at (785) 762-5000. For news offerings, call the Fort Riley Public Affairs
Office at (785) 239-8854 or DSN 856-8854, or write to the Public Affairs
Office Bldg. 405, Fort Riley, KS 66442-5016.
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Managing Holiday Stress
Visit Army One Source Online to download these informative life

articles: “Staying Connected While your Family is Away,” “Shopping
- Where to? How to?” “Inter Faith Families” and “Step Families.”

Call Army One Source at (800) 464-8107.
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By Aaron J. Orr
82nd Med. Co. (AA)

When an enemy explosive
device landed and blew up in the
open area between all the tents in
the 82nd Medical Company’s
area, Staff Sgt. Dora White, a UH-
60 Black Hawk mechanic, was
pelted with shrapnel from her
chest to her shins.

White had momentarily
stepped from her tent to throw
something in the trashcan imme-
diately outside when the enemy
explosive struck the ground,
throwing shrapnel in all direc-
tions.

Immediately after being hit, “I
grabbed my chest, for whatever
reason, and looked down and saw
blood all over my hands,” White
recalled. “I was afraid to look at
my chest. I wanted a medic to
look at it. I was afraid I had a big
hole in there,” she said.

She yelled for a medic and
began running in what she
thought was the direction she
should go to find one. Everyone
else was moving quickly toward
the hangar.

“I was a little disoriented,” she
admitted. “I wasn’t going toward

the hangar.”
White said

she didn’t
know how
m a n y
wounds she
had sus-
tained, “but I
could feel
that I was
hurt several
places ... and
the one in the
chest, even

though it ended up being the
smallest one, it hurt the most. It
scared me the most ‘cause it
seemed like it bled an awful lot
pretty quick.”

White was helped to the
hangar, where company medics
began to care for her. Her care
continued at the 31st Combat
Support Hospital at Logistics
Support Area Anaconda until
nearly midnight.

When told she would be able to
return to the United States as a
result of her injuries, White
refused to entertain that idea.
Adamant about staying, 

White convinced the officer
she spoke with to allow her to
remain in-theater and to return to
her tent that night.

“I didn’t want to stay there by
myself,” she said, “I wanted to be
with 3rd Squad. They’re a great
bunch of guys.”

The reception White described
about her return to the unit
explains why she felt so strongly
about getting back.

“They just made me feel so
much better when I got back
there. They came and hugged me
and supported me and that’s
exactly why I came back. 

“They continued to help me for
weeks afterward, and they helped
me ... get through what I was
going through,” she said.

She continued: “It seemed so
important to come back here and
let them know that I was OK, that
just because it hit doesn’t mean
we all die or we all leave. It was
kind of like (making) a statement
... and prove to them that we could
make it.”

Sleep did not come easily to
White that night despite the late
hour. Her laptop computer had
just arrived in the mail that day
and she found some pictures that
her brother had put on it. She
played the pictures in a slide show
over and over.

“It was a comfort, to be there
with the guys from 3rd Squad

who had been good to me and to
see the pictures from home,”
White said.

The purplish-red scars that
color various parts of her body
have gotten smaller as they heal
but will remain, possibly forever,
she said, reminding her of the sac-
rifices she has made for freedom
and her country during 19 years in
the Army.

White learned she would
receive the Purple Heart a day
before the ceremony was sched-
uled. That night, she relived
painful memories of that evening
in late May.

The night before the ceremony
“was pretty rough because I
remembered everything over and
over and over again, which I’ve
been trying to forget,” she said.

White remained steadfast in
her commitment to the Army mis-
sion and her fellow Soldiers
throughout her ordeal partly, she
said, because of the support she
has received from her comrades
and partly out of her sheer power
of will. 

She continues her job as the
noncommissioned-officer-in-
charge of the unit tool room.

Wounded Soldier stays with unit

Staff Sgt.
Dora White

Post Copy Photo

Spiral Staircase
Christie M. McLaughlin won first place in the Division
2/Black and White/Place category of the Fort Riley Photo
Contest in October.
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Post Copy Photo

Are My Toes Still There?
Pfc. Samuel A. Sistare won first place for this entry in the October photo contest at Fort
Riley. His color print competed against four other entries in the Division 1 People cate-
gory.

By Rudi Williams
AFPS

BETHESDA, Md. – Depart-
ment of Defense has startup fund-
ing for a new initiative for ser-
vicemembers injured in the Glob-
al War on Terror, a senior official
said Dec. 7. 

“We’re looking at possibilities
for internships and other types of
trial employment,” John M. Moli-
no told attendees at the 17th DoD
Disability Forum. 

“We’re also looking at possibil-
ities for mentoring. 

“We intend for every injured or
disabled veteran to have as many
opportunities as he or she needs to
achieve his or her maximum
potential on active duty or in our
civilian work force,” said the act-
ing deputy undersecretary for
equal opportunity. 

“We are here for the people
who fight to protect us,” he said.

In addition, the department is
continuing and expanding its
other efforts on behalf of people
with disabilities, Molino noted. 

He told the group that DoD
would continue using initiatives
that have worked well in the past,
such as the Workforce Recruit-
ment Program for College Stu-

dents with Disabilities, which is
co-sponsored with the Labor
Department. 

He pointed out that each year
the Office of the Secretary of
Defense funds about 200 summer
jobs through the college recruit-
ment program. 

“In the past 10 years, we’ve
been able to document almost
2,000 hires (1,833) at DoD activi-
ties around the world,” Molino
noted.

“In fiscal 2004, we hired 248
persons. In mid-March 2005,
we’ll release a CD-ROM with
information concerning 2,000 stu-
dents and recent graduates with
disabilities who are looking for
summer or permanent positions,”
he said.

Molino advised conferees to
get in touch with their compo-
nent’s disability program manager
or DoD’s administrative coordina-
tor for the workforce recruitment
program to find out how to bene-
fit from the program. 

Molino also encouraged con-
ferees to participate in the depart-
ment’s “e-mentoring” program for
disabled students. 

“The mentors are volunteers
from our civilian workforce and
the military services,” he pointed
out. 

“This year, 50 students signed
up. The matches have now been
made, but we continue to need
volunteers. Student goals and
interests are phenomenally varied,
so we need mentors in a very
broad range of occupations,” he
said. 

The DoD Computer/Electronic
Accommodations Program, or
CAP, is another program Molino
highlighted. It provides technolo-
gy to make facilities, programs
and activities usable for disabled
workers at no cost to the request-
ing organization. 

“This program now serves
active duty members of the mili-
tary services and civilian employ-
ees,” Molino said. “It provides
real solutions for real people by
eliminating barriers in the elec-
tronic environment. 

“Legislation a few years ago
authorized us to serve the entire
federal community,” he said.
“Last year CAP supplied more
than 5,500 accommodations to
DoD organizations and partner
agencies outside DoD.” 

DoD welcomes Americans
with disabilities in its civilian
workforce and increasingly in the
military services, Molino said,
and in its facilities, programs and
activities worldwide, he added.

Initiative aimed at giving injured troops
assistance in securing new employment

DoD helps wounded 
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By Jim Garamone
AFPS

WASHINGTON – American
industry is cranking out armored
Humvees as fast as it can, but
other initiatives already have
saved lives in Iraq and
Afghanistan, Defense Department
officials report. 

In August 2003, industry pro-
duced only 15 armored Humvees
per month, said Pentagon
spokesman Larry Di Rita at a Pen-
tagon news conference. “Com-
manders there at that point started
to face this growing improvised
explosive device challenge and
said that they would like to have
higher numbers of armored
Humvees than they had originally
projected,” he said. 

American industry responded
that about 450 armored Humvees
are being made each month. There
are 19,000 Humvees in the U.S.
Central Command area of opera-
tions. This area extends from
Kazakhstan to Kenya. Of these,
officials said, 15,000 are armored
vehicles or have been fitted with
armor. 

In addition, the Army Research
Lab developed armor kits that can
be fit on regular Humvees. The
Army’s Tank-automotive and
Armaments Command is making
these kits. 

The armor is needed because
the IED is a weapon of choice of
the enemy. They plant these
devices on the sides of roads and
as targets go by, they use remote
devices to explode the charges.

IEDs can be anything from hand
grenades rigged to garage-door
openers to artillery shells wired to
cell phones. One blast was report-
ed to be so powerful it overturned
an Abrams main battle tank. 

The armor helps, but the
Army’s IED Task Force also has
helped. “While armor provides
protection, it is not the be-all and
end-all for security,” said Army
Maj. Paul Swiergosz, a DoD

spokesman. “The Army’s IED
Task Force and the Center for
Army Lessons Learned have pro-
vided as much, if not more, pro-
tection for our forces by sharing
tactics, techniques and procedures
to help counter IED attacks.” 

Officials would not be specific
about the contributions of the
organizations – they don’t want to
provide information to the enemy.
But another Pentagon official
said, “We have saved more lives
with tactics, techniques and pro-
cedures than with armor.” 

The Army is the lead service
for combating IEDs, but all ser-
vices contribute to the effort and
all services benefit from the
research, officials said. 

The armor issue is a high prior-
ity for the military. The Army is
speeding up production of armor
add-on kits for Humvees and for
all wheeled vehicles that will be
deployed to the CENTCOM area.
To date, the Army has added
armor to 507 heavy tactical
trucks, to 492 medium tactical
vehicles, to two heavy equipment
trailers, to eight M-915 trucks and
to 187 palletized load system
vehicles.

Armor, tactics defeat IEDs 
Army seeks more up-armored Humvees
WASHINGTON (ANS) – An additional 100 up-armored

Humvees per month could soon be heading to Iraq, according to
Army officials.

Secretary of the Army Francis J. Harvey is looking to modify
the Army’s contract with Armor Holdings, Inc. of Jacksonville,
Fla., which currently produces 450 per month of the specialty
vehicles, known as UAHs.

An up-armored Humvee has steel-plate doors, ballistic-resis-
tant windows and steel plating underneath the vehicle that offers
better protection against bullets, rocket-propelled grenades and
improvised explosive devises.

The UAH weighs about 3,000 pounds more than the regular
version.

The Army, which provides the UAHs to all U.S. forces in Iraq,
aims to have 8,105 of the vehicles in its inventory by March
2005, officials said.
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By Rudi Williams
AFPS

BETHESDA, Md. – Funda-
mental changes have taken place
in the Defense Department’s dis-
ability policy, a top Pentagon offi-
cial told attendees at the 17th
DoD Disability Forum Dec. 7. 

John M. Molino, acting deputy
undersecretary of defense for
equal opportunity, cited a Decem-
ber 2003 visit by President Bush
to Walter Reed Army Medical
Center in Washington, when the
president noted advancements in
medical treatment and recovery

allow many more wounded ser-
vicemembers to resume their
careers. 

“Today, if wounded service-
members want to remain in uni-
form and can do the job, the mili-
tary tries to help them stay,” Moli-
no recalled the president telling
the patients. 

“This statement, this attitude,”
Molino continued, “has implica-
tions for everything from accessi-
bility policy on military installa-
tions to the long-standing expec-
tation that every active duty ser-
vicemember must be able to
deploy to combat anywhere in the
world. We’re re-examining our

basic assumptions, and basic
changes are on the way.” 

The department is committed
to doing all it can to bring those
changes about, Molino told the
group. “We’re moving aggres-
sively to help servicemembers
remain on active duty if they wish
to do so,” he said.

Noting Defense Secretary Don-
ald H. Rumsfeld’s wholehearted
support for keeping capable ser-
vicemembers in the DoD fold,
Molino said defense personnel
officials also are looking for ways
to improve opportunities for vet-
erans with disabilities in DoD’s
civilian work force.

Policy changes help
Soldiers stay in ArmyHospital offers

more flu vaccine
Irwin Army Community Hos-

pital recently received an addi-
tional, limited amount of flu vac-
cine that will be given to patients
on an appointment basis.

The hospital will offer the
added flu vaccinations to med-
ically high-risk individuals only
in accordance with the Centers
for Disease Control (CDC) guid-
ance and Department of Defense
directive.

Appointment times and dates
are 8 to 11:30 a.m. and 1 to 4
p.m. Nov. 29-30 and Dec. 6-7 at
Primary Care Clinic No. 3.

Call 239-DOCS (3627) for an
appointment.

Safety staff sets
bike rider class

A dirt bike rider course is
scheduled to begin at 10 a.m.
Dec. 18 at the McGee Farm in
Wakefield.

The hands-on, half-day dirt
bike rider course is taught by a
licensed ASI instructor. 

The courses offer students an
opportunity to increase their
safety knowledge and to practice
basic riding skills in a controlled
environment under the direct
supervision of a licensed instruc-
tor.

Individuals 6 years of age and
older may take the class. Riders
younger than 16 are restricted to
dirt bikes of the appropriate size
recommended for the rider’s
age. 

There are special teaching

provisions for students under 16
years old, and parents are
encouraged to attend. 

Students younger than 12 par-
ticipate in separate classes. A
parent must be present during
the course.

Students under the age of 18
must have a parent or guardian
sign the release and consent
form.

For more information, call
Vanita Fiedler at 239-2334.

College opens
master’s course

Central Michigan University
is accepting enrollment for a
course in “Environments in
Administration” through Dec.
20. 

The course is part of the mas-
ter’s degree program offered at
Fort Riley. Classes will meet
Jan. 7, 8, 21 and 22 and Feb. 4
and 5.

To register online, go to ddl-
campus.cmich.edu. For more
information, call 784-4402.

Deployment
ceremony set

The Fort Riley community
will formally bid farewell to Sol-
diers of the 3rd Brigade, 1st
Armored Division, and 2nd Bat-
talion, 34th Armor, 1st Infantry
Division, during a ceremony at 2
p.m. Jan. 5 in Bramlage Colise-
um, 1800 College Avenue,
Kansas State University, Man-
hattan.

Post news in brief

By Stephanie Carl
Army News Service

BAGRAM AIR BASE,
Afghanistan — To combat the
problem of improvised explosive
devices, Combined Joint Task
Force-76 has launched a program
designed to reward Soldiers and
Afghans for their efforts in elimi-
nating the threat of IEDs.

“People like to receive recogni-
tion for the things they do,” said
Brig. Gen. Bernie Champoux,
CJTF-76 deputy commanding
general for operations. “We’re

making a concerted effort to do
what we can to protect our troops,
and this is just another facet of
that.”

The other facet is the new IED
commander’s coin, which is
awarded to any individual who
assists in thwarting an IED attack
or in some way helps in the cam-
paign to prevent IED attacks.

Featuring an eagle clutching an
IED in its talons, the coin repre-
sents the United States and the
removal of IEDs, said 2nd Lt.
Scott Chalmers, Company A,
125th Military Intelligence Battal-
ion, executive officer, and the

artist behind the design.
The coin is part of the Coali-

tion’s small rewards program used
to reward Afghans for their efforts
in preventing IED attacks. In the
past, the small rewards program
has compensated civilians mone-
tarily for the information they
provide.

The local population is one of
the biggest sources of information
about IEDs, said Lt. Col. Scott
Berrier, CJTF-76 director of intel-
ligence. “It’s important for units
to establish a good relationship
with the people in the villages,”
he said.

Task force uses IED coins
in effort to reduce attacks
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Chapel needs
musicians

The contemporary Protes-
tant worship service is in need
of a pianist, bass player and
acoustic guitar player for its
Sunday morning services in
Kapaun Chapel on Custer Hill.

Rehearsals are Wednesday
evenings.

Anyone interested should
call Juanita Boudreaux at 784-
2918.

Community
invited to meal

A community family Christ-
mas dinner has been planned
for families, friends and loved
ones in Junction City and at
Fort Riley. Several local orga-
nizations are sponsoring the
free event, which is scheduled
from 2 to 4 p.m. Dec. 19 at the
Twelfth Street Community
Center in Junction City.

For more information, call
Preola Briggs at 223-0500.

Rally Point sets
activities

Dec. 31 and Jan. 1 – 8
p.m. to 2 a.m., New Year’s
Eve Bash. Sip a toast to Auld
Lang Syne with friends at
Rally Point. Celebrate in style
with champagne and party
favors for only $5 per person.

Advanced table reservations
are available for an additional
$10. You can also buy your
tickets early at Rally Point.
For more information or to
reserve a table, call Rally
Point at 784-5434.

Association
seeks dancers

The U.S. Amateur Ballroom
Dancers Association wants to
establish a chapter for social
or recreational dancers in
Manhattan, Kan. If enough
interest is expressed, a local
steering committee would be
formed to guide the project
and enroll members.

For more information about
USABDA and how a person
can become a member, visit
www.usabda.org on the Web.

Anyone interested in help-
ing start a dance chapter in
Manhattan should call (800)
447-9047 or send e-mail to
central-office@usabda.org.

Youth group
plans activity

The Fort Riley Spiritual
Rangers youth group will host
a pot-luck meal, informational
meeting and Spiritual Ranger
Review Board at 1 p.m. Dec.
19 in the basement of St.
Mary’s Chapel on Main Post.

Storytime plans
‘Polar Express’

On Dec. 18, the classic
Christmas story “The Polar
Express,” will be read during
Saturday Storytime at the Post
Library. Listeners can then
decorate a gift bag to take
home.

The Post Library, Building
5306 on Hood Drive, will be
closed Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.

For more information, call
Victoria Martin at 239-9582.

Community
news briefly

Stay In Step
with Fort Riley

See what’s happening on
Fort Riley cable Channel 2
every day at 6:30 a.m., 8 a.m.,
noon, 6 p.m. and 10 p.m.

By April Blackmon
Staff writer
Some 110 graduates received

diplomas during Fort Riley’s fall
graduation ceremony Dec. 9 in
King Field House. In all, 198 stu-
dents earned diplomas through the
post’s higher education programs.

Eight students received mas-
ter’s degrees, 41 earned bache-
lor’s degrees and 149 students
received associate’s degrees in
various fields from six colleges
and universities.

“Earning your degree is no
small achievement ...You have
proven that you can accomplish

your dreams; that when you have
a dream and you commit your-
selves, there is nothing that you
cannot achieve,” said Maj. Gen.
Dennis Hardy, commanding gen-
eral, 24th Infantry Division
(Mech) and Fort Riley.

110 attend post graduation ceremony
198 earn diplomas

By Mike Heronemus
Editor

Holiday spirits, laughter,
singing and a lot of happy con-
versation filled Riley’s Con-
vention Center Dec. 7. Parents
and children who are part of the
Exceptional Family Member
and New Parent Support pro-
grams at Fort Riley had gath-
ered for a holiday party.

About 100 parents and 150
children attended the special
party, according to a quick
count by Betsy Young, who
welcomed people at the ball-
room door.

Laura McCauley, manager
of the Fort Riley Exceptional
Family Member Program,
organized the party, complete
with food for everyone and a
present for each child attend-
ing.

She was assisted by Young;
Becky Willis; Santos Bonilla;
Toiane Taylor and Kim Klues-
ner, who are staff members of
the New Parent Support Pro-

gram; and Julie McElroy,
Julie’s husband and their chil-
dren.

Operation Santa Claus at
Fort Riley supplied the toys for
all the children, who also left
the party with a Christmas sock
full of goodies, a Christmas
ornament and some craft pro-
jects to do at home, including
patterns for cutting out paper
snowflakes.

Andrew Lee, 7, sat quietly at
a table with his family while
children were noisily accepting
gifts from Bonilla, who served
as a stand-in Santa Claus. Lee
already had his present but had-
n’t opened it.

“I don’t have any idea
what’s in it,” he said, adding
that he hadn’t tried to rattle it or
feel it to try to guess what was
inside. Lee said he hoped Santa
would bring him a CD game
this Christmas.

As for the Christmas party,
Lee said he was enjoying pret-
ty much the whole evening, but

Happy holiday

Post/Heronemus
Julie McElroy (with microphone) leads the singing of Christmas carols with help from some young volunteers. About
250 parents and children who are part of the Fort Riley Exceptional Family Member and New Parent Support pro-
grams attended a special Christmas Party Dec. 7 at Riley’s Convention Center. 

Families share food, song, presents 

By Diane Weed
AAFES Public Affairs

The Exchange Credit Program
is raising the interest rate for the
Military STAR card to 10 percent.

The interest rate will increase
by a quarter percentage point to
become 10 percent. The increase
is based on the Nov. 10 announce-
ment by the Federal Reserve rais-
ing the prime rate to five percent.

Military STAR card terms and
conditions state that the interest
charged will be based upon the
current prime rate plus five per-
cent. 

The interest rate will become
effective after the January billing
statement. Any new purchases
after the January billing statement
will constitute acceptance of the
revised interest rate.

Customers will receive notifi-
cation of the rate change in their
December billing statement.

The rate increase doesn’t apply
to the zero-interest Military
Clothing Plans, special promo-
tions already in existence or to
deployed customers whose bal-
ances are treated under special
conditions or have balances at
reduced rates. 

AAFES
credit
rates
go up

By Amanda Glenn
AAFES Public Affairs

Pogs, the small, round, coated-
paper gift certificates issued by
Army and Air Force Exchange
Service facilities in Iraq, spend
like real money, even at AAFES
stores elsewhere in the world.

Pogs have been given to Sol-
diers serving in Operations Iraqi
Freedom and Enduring Freedom
in lieu of metal currency since
2001.

Normally, AAFES uses metal
currency - quarters, nickels and
dimes - provided by finance and
accounting offices, explained

Maj. David Accetta, AAFES
Europe public affairs officer.

During wartime operations, the
priority for shipping is mission-
essential items, but this doesn’t
extend to coins. 

Paper money weighs less than
metal coins and printing currency
is against the law, so, at the

request of the Department of
Defense, AAFES thought outside
the box and developed the Pogs to
satisfy the requirement for
change, Accetta explained.

Now, a couple years and
designs later, more than a million
dollars worth of Pogs have been

AAFES facilities honor paper stand-in for U.S. coins
Soldiers can spend Pogs at home

AAFES

DALLAS – Deployed military
personnel, much like their civilian
counterparts in the states, will be
heating up the phone lines
through the first of the year to
connect with family and friends
during the holidays. Because of
the anticipated increase in tele-
phone usage, the Army and Air
Force Exchange Service has
worked with AT&T to secure a
reduced rate for troops in
Afghanistan and Iraq.

As a result of these negotia-
tions, troops in Afghanistan and
Iraq who use AAFES’ 550-Unit
Military Exchange Global Prepaid
Phone card now to Jan. 5 will
enjoy rates as low as 19 cents per
minute. 

“It is only through persistence
and tough negotiation that
AAFES can provide a better rate
from Iraq and Afghanistan for the
holidays,” said AAFES’ Com-
mander Maj. Gen. Kathryn Frost.
“Phone calls home provide an
instant morale boost to troops.
AAFES must negotiate the

AAFES
drops
phone
rates

See Cards, Page 13

See Grads, Page 12

Retired
Sgt. Maj.

Jim Sands
beams

with pride
after

receiving
his diplo-
ma from

Upper
Iowa Uni-

versity
Dec. 9.

Post/Black-
mon

Post/Heronemus
Five-month-old Paxton LaBay (right) tries to play a tune
on her present while held by her mother, Dawn LaBay.
At the same table, Paul Alfaro IV and his mother, Erica
Alfaro, look at the present he received during the Christ-
mas Party at Riley's Convention Center Dec. 7.See Party, Page 12

See Pogs, Page 12
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Commissary
sets hours

Dec. 20 – Open Monday nor-
mal hours

Dec. 24 – Open 7 a.m. to 4
p.m. 

Dec. 25 – Closed for the hol-
iday

Dec. 26 – Open normal hours
Jan. 1 – Closed for the holi-

day

Ryun nominates
two candidates

Kansas Sen. Jim Ryun has
nominated two Fort Riley high
school seniors to compete for
appointments to the U.S. Mili-
tary Academy at West Point,
N.Y.

Shannon Cobb and Patrick
Higginbottom were among 23
students Ryun nominated to
compete for appointments to
West Point, the U.S. Air Force
Academy, the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy and the U.S. Merchant
Marine Academy.

Team building
classes offered

Two Army Family Team
Building classes will be offered
at the Armed Services YMCA,
111 E. 16th St. in Junction City,
Dec. 17. Classes are titled
“Intermediate Problem Solv-
ing,” and “Time Management.”

Classes are taught from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. and free childcare
is available for those who pre-
register.

For more information or to
register for a class, call 239-
1347 or 239-9435.

Youth Services
sets activities

Dec. 18 – 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
free childcare for deployed Sol-
dier’s kids

For more information, call
239-9173

BOSS sets
activities

Better Opportunities for Sin-
gle Soldiers will have its Christ-

mas party beginning at 5 p.m.
Dec. 23 at Rally Point 

For more information, call
239-8147.

Teen Center
slates activities

Dec. 17 – 7 to 10 p.m., pool
party at Long Fitness Center
pool (previously scheduled at
Eyster Pool)

Dec. 18 – 6 to 9 p.m., family
potluck dinner

For more information, call
the Teen Center at 239-9222.

Auto center
offers classes

The Auto Skills Center offers
free basic and advanced auto-
motive repair classes. The basic
class is offered from 6 to 7 p.m.
the first and third Thursday of
each month. The advanced class
is offered from 6 to 7 p.m.
every second and fourth Thurs-
day.

Holiday hours at the Auto
Skills Center will be 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Dec. 22-24, closed Dec.
25, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Dec. 26,
closed Dec. 27-28, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Dec. 29-31, closed Jan. 1,
and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Jan. 2.

For more information, call
239-9764.

Society seeks
tour docents

The Historical and Archaeo-
logical Society of Fort Riley
needs docents who can volun-
teer two hours every few
months to share the post’s histo-
ry with others.

HASFR docents give group
tours of the Custer House and
tours of Fort Riley.

For further information, call
Alicia Broadwater at 717-3266.

Crafts center
slates classes

Dec. 18 – 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 3-
D buildings in glass

No Scrap booking get togeth-
er on Dec. 26

For more information, call
the Arts and Crafts Center at
239-9205.

Community
news briefly

printed and distributed. The first
Pog designs were basic with only
the monetary amount printed on
them.

New designs include powerful
images featuring OEF/OIF action.
A series of 36 designs that are
captivating and relevant to opera-
tions in the Middle East are in cir-
culation.

The history of Pogs begins in
the early 1900s with cardboard
milk caps.  In the 1930s, ‘40s and
‘50s, kids in Hawaii collected
milk caps from all the different
dairies.  

Eventually cardboard contain-
ers replaced the glass milk and
juice bottles and the milk cap
craze seemed to fade.

In 1991, Blossom Galbiso, a
counselor at Waialua Elementary
School in Hawaii, brought the
milk caps back to life as a game. 

Each player places an equal
number of milk caps on the stack,
art side up. A player throws anoth-
er milk cap trying to flip as many
caps as possible. 

Pogs
continued from page 11

Retired Sgt. 1st Class Loca-
dio Perez said one of the great
things about receiving his
degree was that he could
“show my son that anyone can
do it,” he said. 

Perez received his bache-
lor’s degree in social science
from Upper Iowa University.
Perez started going back to
school last year, and said he
wants to pursue a master’s
degree in education.

“I want to teach secondary
level education,” he said. “I
want to give back to the com-
munity.”

Hardy challenged the gradu-
ates “to capitalize on your edu-
cation, capitalize on your lives
and be proactive in sharing
with others what you have
learned. You are all now lead-
ers, continually motivating
others ... shaping the future
and carrying on the traditions
of excellence which have made
this nation what it is today.”

Grads
continued from page 11

What’s your organization doing?
Call the editor at 239-8854 to talk
about coverage by the Post staff.

Post/Heronemus
Charity Pennington, 9, and
her mother, Hope Penning-
ton, blend their voices during
the group singing at the
Exceptional Family Member
and New Parent Support
program’s Christmas party
Dec. 7 at Riley's Convention
Center.                             

to that point, the singing had been
the best.

“I especially like ‘We Wish
You a Merry Christmas,’” he said.

The McElroy family led the
group singing, assisted by several
young, eager volunteers who
played a variety of simple musical
instruments while singing a few
well-known Christmas carols.

Later, while the presents were
being handed out, Ashlynn McEl-
roy, 9, agreed with Lee that the
singing had been the best part.
She particularly liked singing
“Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Rein-
deer,” but everyone at her table
loudly sang their part of the
“Twelve Days of Christmas.”

“We were the eighth day,”
McElroy said.

McElroy hopes Santa will
bring her a guitar and skates for
Christmas. 

Party
continued from page 11

KSU grads
Seven Fort Riley people
were among the approx-
imately 1,400 Kansas
State University students
eligible to graduate Dec.
10 and 11. 

Post candidates were:
Hollie Michelle Davis,
B.S. in agriculture;
Jessica Rae Gamez, B.S.
in business admin;
Stephanie Rachelle
Hicks, bachelor of sci-
ence;
Lisa Lyn Jones, B.S. in
dietetics;
Natalie Nicole Marquez,
bachelor of science;
Michael George
McClure, bachelor of
science; and
Makesia Selena
Sumpter, B.S. in elemen-
tary education 
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Post Copy Photo

Mr. Personality
Sara E. Starr took this black and white photo of a horse
making a face and entered it in the post photo contest in
October. She won first place in the Division 2/Black and
White/Thing category against six other entries.

By Amber Haag
Kansas State University
MANHATTAN – If you are

considering getting a puppy, Dr.
Susan Nelson, assistant professor
of veterinary medicine at Kansas
State University, suggests a few
things to keep in mind.

Before buying a new puppy,
consider:

• Do you want a lap dog or jog-
ging partner?

• Do you want a small or large
dog?

• Do you want a male or female
dog?

• Do you want a dog with long
or short hair?

• What grooming needs will the

dog require?
• Do you want a purebred or

mixed breed?
• What will be the dog’s exer-

cise needs?
If you want a mixed breed dog,

area shelters and www.petfinder
.com are resources to find one.

If you want a purebred dog,
Nelson said the next step is to
research the breed. Know the
qualities of the breed before you
buy it, so you are not surprised or
disappointed by behaviors expect-
ed from that breed.

A prospective owner should
also research the cost of owning a
dog. Costs for foods and medica-
tions are higher for large breeds.

Nelson said it’s important to

research breeders and to ask
around to find a reputable breeder.
Consider breeders who will guar-
antee the health and quality of
their dogs.

After choosing a breed and
buying the puppy, Nelson said the
new owner should take the puppy
in for a veterinarian check-up
right away to make sure the puppy
is healthy and physically sound.

At this time, the owner should
make appropriate appointments
for distemper, adenovirus, parain-
fluenza and parvovirus vaccines,
as well as deworming and fecal
examinations for intestinal para-
sites.

Nelson said a puppy’s shots
should be started at 6 to 8 weeks

of age, with booster shots every
two to four weeks until the puppy
is around 16 weeks old. Nelson
said the puppy should receive its
rabies shot between 12 and 16
weeks of age.

Nelson said additional vaccines
may be needed, depending on
breed and health status and that all
new owners should check with
their veterinarians.

Nelson recommends obedience
training for puppies. The earlier
that is done, the better. She said
it’s important to be willing to train
your dog, because good behavior
means a better time for everyone.

Before choosing an obedience
training class, Nelson stressed
researching the classes and meth-

ods used by the instructors. Ask to
visit a class in progress, but do not
take your puppy when you go to
observe.

Some basic needs of a new
puppy include shelter and food.
Nelson said a dog crate or carrier
is usually the best and safest place
for a puppy to sleep. She said it
provides a safe haven, is the best
way for house training and keeps
the puppy from destructive chew-
ing while you are gone.

Nelson said puppies should be
fed in 10- to 15-minute timed
feedings two to three times a day
for young puppies and one to two
times daily for older puppies. The
number of feedings should be
increased if the puppy is a small

or toy breed.
She said timed feedings are

important in helping the owner
more closely monitor how much
the puppy is eating and regulate
bowels for easier house training.

Nelson said to use the feeding
guide on the food bag as just a
general guide of how much to
feed. The puppy will require more
or less depending on exercise lev-
els, weight and age.

While Nelson said these are the
basics of adding a puppy to your
family, she said new owners also
need to take the dog to the vet at
least once yearly and account for
other needs, such as heartworm
prevention, flea and tick control
and exercise.

KSU vet: Think carefully about new puppy

absolute lowest possible telecom-
munication rates between the
front lines and the home front.”

The decreased rate is also good
news for anyone who would like
to send a phone card to deployed
troops. 

The reduced rate means that a
$39 phone card purchased
through the “Help Our Troops
Call Home” program will provide
46 additional minutes of talk time
for troops in Afghanistan and
Iraq. 

“The reduced rate will provide
over three hours of calls between
Iraq or Afghanistan and the Conti-
nental United States,” Frost said. 

To date, AAFES’ “Help Our
Troops Call Home” program has
generated $576,082 to help
Marines, Sailors, Airmen and Sol-
diers stay in touch with loved
ones back home. These funds
have been used to purchase
13,998 550-Unit Military
Exchange Global Prepaid Phone

cards and 1,508 Ship to Shore
cards. The “Help Our Troops Call
Home” initiative offers phone
cards that do not expire and do not
add any additional charges or con-
nection fees. 

The 550-Unit Military
Exchange Global Prepaid Phone
Cards and Ship to Shore cards can
be sent to individual servicemem-
bers or “any servicemember”
through the American Red Cross,
USO, Navy-Marine Corps Relief
Society, Air Force Aid Society or
the Fisher House Foundation.
AAFES’ charitable partners have
distributed 3,420 phone cards
since the “Help Our Troops Call
Home” program began in April
2004. 

Individuals, organizations and
businesses can log on to
www.aafes.com and click the
“Help Our Troops Call Home”
link or call (800) 527-2345 for
more information.

Cards continued from page 11
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By Gerry J. Gilmore
AFPS

WASHINGTON – Vince Gill
and Amy Grant are huge country
music stars who’ve made it a
habit of saluting U.S. military
members for their service. They
saluted them again Dec. 9 during
a concert at the Topeka Expo Cen-
ter that some Fort Riley Soldiers
attended.

“The holiday season is all
about people celebrating family
and loved ones and to be re-
inspired,” Grant observed during
a recent interview with her hus-
band, Gill, in Nashville. American
troops and their families, she said,

“need to know that we support
them and that they have our love
and our prayers.” 

Last year, the pair made it a
point to recognize servicemem-
bers during their “Simply Christ-
mas with Amy Grant and Vince
Gill” stateside holiday tour,
donating tickets so servicemem-
bers and their families could see
the show. 

During Grant’s rendition of the
classic holiday song “I’ll Be
Home for Christmas” during last
year’s tour, several on-stage
screens flashed photos of
deployed servicemembers send-
ing holiday wishes to loved ones
at home. 

Grant recalled that her nephew,

a midshipman at the U.S. Naval
Academy, came to last year’s
show with his roommate. After
she introduced them, the audience
rose immediately to its feet and
began cheering, she said. 

“I just wish we could let every
military person feel that kind of
emotion and that sort of support,”
Grant noted. 

Gill acknowledged “the sacri-
fice that our (military) men and
women have made for our coun-
try,” noting such selfless service
enables Americans at home to live
free lives. 

Therefore, the country music
stars “want to pitch in, in any way
that we can,” Gill said, to help
support servicemembers and their

families. 
This year’s 14-city, “Simply

Christmas” holiday tour runs
through Dec. 19 and includes
stops in Kansas, Illinois, Iowa,
Wisconsin, South Carolina and
Florida. It features “all-new pic-
tures” of deployed servicemem-
bers and their families, Grant
reported. 

Some of those photos, she said,
depict deployed servicemembers’
children saying, “I miss you,
Mom and Dad,” while others
show military personnel sending
their regards and best wishes to
loved ones at home. 

“It’s just so beautiful,” Grant
said, noting that emotional sup-
port is important for anyone.

“Whatever you’re doing in life,”
she emphasized, “you need to feel
supported and loved. That’s what
we’re trying to do for our troops.” 

The country stars have record-
ed a promotional announcement
for the Pentagon’s “America Sup-
ports You” program, encouraging
people to log onto the program’s
Web site. 

The DoD initiative recognizes
efforts Americans are taking to
remember servicemembers serv-
ing overseas in harm’s way. 

America is blessed, Gill said,
because U.S. troops are “serving
us so proudly” overseas in the war
against global terrorism. 

“God bless you, and come
home soon,” he said.

Country music duo salutes troops

Post/Skidmore
Spc. Wayne Burnsworth, Battery B, 1st Battalion, 5th Field
Artillery (left) and Spc. Cameron Baker, Battery D, 1st Bn.,
5th FA, had the chance to meet and talk with Vince Gill and
Amy Grant after their concert Dec. 9 in Topeka.

Amy
Grant and
Vince Gill
sing, ‘I’ll
be home

for Christ-
mas,’ as a

tribute for
all the Sol-
diers over-

seas who
won’t be
home to

celebrate
the holi-

days with
families

and loved
ones. 

Post/Skid-
more
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FRMS wrestlers
win matches

Fort Riley Middle School’s
wrestlers competed Dec. 8
against teams from Anthony
and Eisenhower schools in
Manhattan.

Trooper wrestlers Jason
Chun and Larry Mitchell won
matches against Anthony
wrestlers.

Cody Merritt, Lance Har-
low, Dalton Wagenblast, Jor-
dan Fuller, Matt Miller and
Mitchell won matches against
Eisenhower wrestlers.

Tournaments
set for holidays

The Fort Riley Sports
Office staff has scheduled a
battalion level holiday basket-
ball tournament and holiday
racquetball tournament Dec.
20-23.

For more information, call
239-2813.

Firearms range
will be open

Fort Riley’s range for pri-
vately owned firearms will be
open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Dec. 18 and 19, weather per-
mitting, according to volunteer
range coordinator Stephen
Bachelor.

The range is usually open
despite inclement weather. If
the range is to be closed
because of severe weather or
extreme cold or heat, the range
officer scheduled for duty will
notify Range Control and Out-
door Recreation.

Military police man the gate
to the range area and inspect
for range pass and that all
weapons have the proper
Provost Marshal’s Office reg-
istrations.  The vehicle pass
for the range can be picked up
at the Outdoor Recreation
Center.

Firearms owners also can
register weapons at the Out-
door Rec Center, although it is
recommended owners take a
list of their weapons and serial
numbers they wish to shoot at
Range 9 to the PMO’s Physi-
cal Security Office. Staff in
that office will issue the prop-
er paper work once the process
is completed.

All users of the POF Range
must possess a valid Depart-
ment of Defense ID card and a
Fort Riley weapons registra-
tion form for their firearm. All
users of the POF range must
have a valid POV pass before
driving north of Vinton School
Road.

All shooters must bring
their own hearing protection.
No water is available at Range
9. Target stands and targets are
available at no charge at
Range 9.

For more information, call
Bachelor at 239-1525.

Pool lifeguard
training slated

Lifeguard training will be
offered from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Dec. 27-30 at Eyster Pool.
Participants must be at least 15
years old and able to pass a
swimming test.

Fee for the training is $65
and a lifeguard training book
and CPR mask needed for the
training can be bought at the
Manhattan American Red
Cross office.

For more information, call
the Fort Riley Sports Office at
239-2148.

Sports news
in brief

Yo u  c a n  f i n d  t h e  F o r t  R i l e y  P o s t  o n l i n e  a t  w w w . r i l e y . a r m y . m i l

By Mike Heronemus
Editor

A 100-pound Fort Riley Mid-
dle School wrestler beat all oppo-
nents to claim the championship
title in his weight class at the 22nd
annual FRMS seventh- and

eighth-grade wrestling tourna-
ment Dec. 11.

Four other FRMS wrestlers
placed second or fourth in their
weight classes at the tournament
contested in Shenk Gym at Junc-
tion City High School.

Jason Chun drew a bye in the
first round of the 100-pound

matches. He went on to defeat
Andrew Callabresi of Lakewood
and Jason Lutz of Logan before
meeting Trevor Tillett of McPher-
son in the championship match.

Cody Merritt placed second in
85-pound competition. Merritt
also drew a bye in the first round,
and then went on to defeat Travis

Dolan of Salina South and Adam
Tignor of Logan before losing the
championship match to Justin
Rose of Emporia.

Larry Mitchell faced Adam
Rogers of Logan in the opening
round of 180-pound matches. He
went on to defeat Will Rairden of
Junction City Middle School

before losing to Austin McCallis-
ter of JCMS in the championship
match.

Regis Bigness placed fourth in
the 75-pound weight class, defeat-
ing Riley Smith of JCMS and
Parker Erickson of Herington

Fort Riley Middle School grappler wins 100-pound tournament crown

Troopers’ wrestler captures title

By April Blackmon
Staff writer

After scoring just seven
points in the first half, Tierre
Sclovell exploded in the second,
adding 15 more to lead Compa-
ny C, 2nd Battalion, 34th
Armor, to a 56-41 victory Dec. 9
against Battery C, 4th Battalion,
1st Field Artillery, in Northern
League play.

Dreadnaught Coach Louis
Gonzales credited defensive
play as the key to his team’s vic-
tory.

“Stealing. The little guys
played big on steals, fast breaks.
Our rebounding - offensive
rebounding - was good, too,” he
said. 

Btry. C was unable to come
back from the 25-19 deficit in
the first half. Adrian Rich scored
11 points for his team in the first
half, aided by four points from
Shamarr Ford.

Evan Jones led Btry. C’s sec-
ond-half offense, scoring seven
while Rich was held to four.
Ford dropped in five for Btry. C.  

Btry. C Coach Robert Irvine
said his squad’s lack of team-
work was the main factor in
their defeat.

“We can’t have a bunch of
individuals out there playing. If
they can’t play together, then
you don’t have a team. You
might as well just play one-on-
one with five people - five dif-
ferent games going on at the
same time,” he said.

Steven Martinez added nine
points, Benji French put up
eight and Jeffet Whyles scored
seven for the Dreadnaught
offense. 

Big  guns  battle

Post/Blackmon
Eric Scarnegie of Btry. C, 4th Bn., 1st FA, whips a pass over the arms of Rammond Flo-
res of Co. C, 2nd Bn., 34th Armor, Dec. 9 in Northern League company basketball
action at King Field House. Benji French (12) of Co. C, 2nd Bn., 34th Armor, rushes to
take up a defensive position. The Armor outshot the artillery 56-41 .

Armor
outguns
artillery,
56-41

By Alan Hynek
Fish and Wildlife Biologist

Fort Riley will begin selling its
hunting and fishing permits for 2005 a
couple weeks in advance. Permits
sold beginning Dec. 18 will be good
for the remainder of 2004 and all of
2005.

There is one catch, but it’s a good
one. Beginning Jan. 1, a Fort Riley
permit will no longer be required to

fish on post. However, a KDWP Fish-
ing or Combination Permit will be
required to fish on Fort Riley.  

The Kansas Department of
Wildlife and Parks will reimburse the
installation for lost revenue from the
sale of permits though in-kind stock-
ing of Fort Riley’s ponds and lakes.

A KDWP Trout Stamp will be
required to fish for trout in Moon

Lake beginning Feb. 17. Because the
lake has multiple species, any trout
unintentionally caught by persons not
in possession of a State Trout Stamp
must be returned to the water immedi-
ately.

The State Trout Stamp costs $11
and is valid in any of the 22 trout
streams and ponds managed by the
state.

Moon Lake will continue to be Fort
Riley’s trout fishery as construction
around Cameron Springs continues.
The initial trout stocking by KDWP
on Feb. 17 will include some fish
weighing as much as two pounds.  

As early as June 2005, the Conser-
vation Division will provide two addi-
tional methods to purchase a Fort
Riley Hunting Permit. They will be
available through the Internet and

Riley fishing permit replaced with wildlife department’s fish stocking plan
Post to offer hunting, fishing permits soon

Alan
Hynek

News About NatureOn the Wildside:

Northern
League

Standings
(as of Dec. 9)

Team W L

HHC, 2-34 1      1
C-4-1 FA 0      2
C-2-34 AR 1      1
HHB, 4-1 FA 2      0

Southern
League

Standings
(as of Dec. 8)

Team W L

10th ASOS 1      1
HHC, 24th ID 1      0
USA MEDDAC 1      0
15th PSB 0      2
172nd Chemical 1      0
HHC,1st Eng Bn 0      1
Touch of Grey 0      0
15th Finance 0      0
523rd MPs 0      0

Western
League

Standings
(as of Dec. 9)

Team W L

331st Signal 1      0
HHC, 1-16 1      0
HHB, 1-5 1      0
A-1-5 0      0
B-1-5 0      1
Co. B, 101st FSB 0      1
HHC, 1-34 0      1
C-1-34 0      1
A-1-34 1      0

More basketball
Read story about Dec. 6
game and see more photos
on page 16.

See Wrestlers, Page 16

See Wildside, Page 16
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By April Blackmon
Staff writer

Christian Towaski hit for 12
points to help Headquarters and
Headquarters Battery, 1st Battal-
ion, 5th Field Artillery, defeat a
sister unit, Company B, 1st Bn.,
5th FA, 48-26, Dec. 7 at King
Field House.

“This is our first time really
getting out there as an organiza-

tion. Everybody came together.
We just let loose at the end,” said
HHB Coach Jenel Brock, who
added that the team did well
despite not having a chance to
practice. 

The HHB “Steel Fighters”
took a first-half 18-12 lead over
their inter-battalion rivals with
Towaski’s help. He scored six in
that half. Teammates Derrick
Wilson dropped in five and
Louis Jones scored four in the

first half.
Co. B couldn’t capture the

lead at anytime during the game.
Despite the 11-point perfor-
mance by Wesley Smith, the
team fell further behind in the
second half. Lack of strong
boards and solid defensive
efforts played a role in the
team’s loss.

“We need to work on defense.
They scored 45 points on us,”
said Co. B’s Victor Martinez.

“But, with no practice and just
coming back, we did all right.”
The company just returned from
about a month of training at the
National Training Center, Fort
Irwin, Calif.

Andrew Smith put up nine
game points for the Steel Fight-
ers. Jones added seven and Syn-
dicate Walker scored six. 

Martinez scored seven for Co.
B, while Johnny Cornejo tallied
four points.

‘Steel Fighters’ rain shots to win

before losing to Cody Davidson
of McPherson in the winners’
bracket.

Bigness moved into losers’
bracket matches and defeated
Ryan Calderwood of Logan
before losing to third-place finish-
er Tyler Trahoon of Emporia.

Matthew Miller claimed fourth
place in 165-pound competition.
He defeated Chelsea Diggs of
Anthony in the opening match
and then lost to Sean Twiggs of
JCMS, moving him into losers’
bracket matches. In that bracket,
he defeated Ethan Grennan of
McPherson before losing to third-
place finisher Chris Parker of
Salina South.

Illness and family obligations
pared the FRMS Troopers squad
to 10 wrestlers for the tourna-
ment. All 10 wrestlers won at least
one match in the tournament, the
first time that has happened in the
tournament’s 22-year history,
according to one coach.

Troopers Bria Jimenez (120
pounds), Jerry Jordan (134
pounds) and Jordon Fuller (155
pounds) won one match each.
Jeremy Beale (100 pounds) won
two matches, and Jeremy Herman
(95 pounds) won three matches.

Ten middle schools sent teams
to the tournament. About 225
wrestlers competed in 18 weight
classes ranging from 75 pounds to
265 pounds.

KSU Sports Information

MANHATTAN – Kansas State
University is asking its basketball
fans to give when they attend the
Dec. 18 men’s game against
Texas-San Antonio.  

In return, they’ll receive.
The Wildcats are joining Fort

Riley’s Operation Santa Claus toy
drive by requesting fans give a
new toy or make a minimum cash
donation of $5 when they enter
Bramlage Coliseum for the 7 p.m.
game.  

Fans will be rewarded with a
free admission to the game for
each toy they donate. During the
game, K-State will be giving
away selected Holiday Packs,
which include tickets to the men’s
games scheduled for Dec. 21, 28
and 30 and Jan. 3, and the
women’s game on Jan. 2.

Operation Santa Claus is in its
ninth year with Soldiers at Fort
Riley collecting toys and money
to brighten the holidays for fami-
lies in need at Fort Riley and in
the surrounding communities.
“Elves” from Fort Riley will be
stationed at coliseum entrances to
receive toys before the Texas-San
Antonio game.

Toy gift
equals
K-State
ticket

Post/Blackmon
Victor Martinez (white jersey) of Btry. B, 1st Bn., 5th
FA, and Christian Towaski (34) of HHB, 1st Bn., 5th FA,
grab for a loose ball as Jenel Brock (11) closes the
defense against Martinez.

Fort Riley Mid-
dle School

wrestler Regis
Bigness takes

the top advan-
tage over Junc-
tion City Mid-

dle School
wrestler Riley

Smith in the
first round of
the 85-pound

weight class
competition.

Post/Heronemus

Post/Heronemus
Fort Riley Middle School wrestler Jeremy Beale (right) ties up his opponent, Brando Gard-
ner of Lakewood, in a first-round 100-pound weight class match at the 22nd annual FRMS
seventh- and eight-grade wrestling tournament Dec. 11 at Junction City High School.           

through local vendors.
The cost for purchasing the

Fort Riley Hunting Permit from
KDWP through a vendor will be
$17.15. An Internet purchase from
your home computer will be
$17.38.  Permits purchased at the
Outdoor Recreation Center,
Building 9011, will remain $16 in
2005.

Retired Department of the
Army civilians can get ID cards
similar to Army retiree ID cards
that will allow them to hunt with a
firearm south of Vinton School
Road. They will have to fill out a
DD Form 1172 at the Civilian
Personnel Advisory Center and
have a copy of their SF50 show-
ing they are retired.

Retired nonappropriated fund
employees will need their retire-
ment letter from the NAF
Employee Benefits Office.

Retired civil service and NAF
employees will then need to pre-
sent their documentation to the ID
Card Section to get their card.

Military training will signifi-
cantly reduce the amount of recre-
ational areas available for the sec-
ond segment of the Fort Riley
Firearms Deer Season. A major
portion of the installation will be
unavailable on Dec. 20 and 21.
Dec. 19 and 22 will have some
minor areas closed.  Dec. 23 is
unchanged at this time.

Information about areas closed
to hunting is available at the Con-
servation Office, Building 1020.

As always, military training
takes precedence over announced
hunting seasons. All or portions of
the installation may close at any
time without prior notice. For
more information, call the Con-
servation Office at 239-6211.

At right: Fort Riley Middle
School Jerry Jordan, 134

pounds, watches the referee
while making a move to

escape his Herington oppo-
nent, Cameron Alvarez, dur-

ing the 22nd annual FRMS
seventh- and eighth-grade
wrestling tournament Dec.

11 at Junction City High
School.

Post/Heronemus

Wrestlers
continued from page 15

Victor
Mar-

tinez of
Btry. B,
1st Bn.,
5th FA,

shoots a
layup
Dec. 7

against
a HHB,
1st Bn.,
5th FA,
defend-

er, in
compa-
ny level
basket-

ball
play at

King
Field

House.
Post/

Blackmon

Wildside continued from page 15

Welcome new
year at lanes

Authorized users can ring in
the New Year at the Custer
Hill Bowling Center from 9
p.m. to 2 a.m. Dec. 31 and
Jan. 1. The evening will
include bowling, music, food
and fun. DJ Big Daddy will be
mixing it up for bowlers’
enjoyment. Each lane will get
party favors and a bottle of
champagne (for those parties
of legal drinking age) to toast
in the new year as the ball
drops.

Breakfast will be provided.
The kitchen will be serving
S.O.S., scrambled eggs, hash
browns, biscuits, coffee and
orange juice. For those who
make reservations, lanes of up
to six people can party for
$75. For those who pay at the
door, the cost of the evening is
$90. 

For more information or to
reserve a lane, call Custer Hill
Bowling Center at 239-4366.

Aerobics class
offered on post

Aerobics classes are offered
at King Field House from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. on Mondays and
Thursdays.

Aerobics classes cost $2 per
class if paid in advance.

For more information, call
239-2813.

Sports news
in brief
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At the movies:
The Barlow Post Theater

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Shows
begin at 7 p.m. unless otherwise
noted. Admission is $3 for
adults, $1.50 for Children 5 to
11 years old and free for chil-
dren under age 5, except during
children's matinees or expected
sell-outs.

Dec. 17 – The Incredibles
(PG)

Dec. 18 – 2 p.m., The Polar
Express (G)

Dec. 18 – After the Sunset
(PG-13)

Dec. 19 – Saw (R)
Dec. 23 – The Polar Express

(G)
For more information, call

784-2226 or 784-2640.

Manhattan:
What: Little Apple New

Year’s Eve 2004. On New
Year’s Eve day, start with shop-
ping, fun, food, and party
atmosphere at Manhattan estab-
lishments, and then join the
crowd before midnight at the
intersection of Manhattan and
“Broadway” (Moro) to culmi-
nate your festivities with the
Little Apple New Year’s Eve
Celebration/Ball Drop.

When: 11 p.m. to 12:15 a.m.
Dec. 31-Jan. 1

Where: 623 N. Manhattan
Avenue

Phone: (785) 539-0511
Admission: Free

Hutchinson:
What: Luminaria. Enchanti-

ng evening of hayrack rides,
refreshments and glowing lumi-
naries. 

When: 6 to 10 p.m. Dec. 18
Where: Hyde Park
Phone: (620) 662-1517
Admission: Free

Wichita:
What: Christmas on the

Homefront.  An engaging jour-
ney back in time that allows
visitors to relive the hardships
and the solidarity of Christmas
during WWII. 

When: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Saturday and
noon to 5 p.m. Sunday through
Jan. 7

Where: 835 E. First St.,
Museum of World Treasures

Phone: (316) 263-1311
Admission: $6-$8

• • •
What: Lights of St. Paul.

Sights, sounds, and atmosphere
of the holiday season. 

When: 6 to 9 p.m. Sunday

through Thursday and 6 to 10
p.m. Friday and Saturday
through Dec. 28

Where: 2919 W. Second St.
Phone: (316) 941-0673 or

(800) 288-9424
Admission: Free 

Abilene:
What: Seelye Mansion

Christmas Tour. Trees, poinset-
tias, and beautiful decorations
are used throughout the home.
Featured on HGTV Christmas
Castles in 2000. 

When: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Monday through Saturday and 1
to 6 p.m. Sunday through Jan. 4

Where: 1105 N. Buckeye
Phone: (785) 263-1084
Admission: $5 to $10

• • •
What: Lebold Mansion

Christmas Tours. Christmas
décor of 1880s Victorian home. 

When: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
through Jan. 2

Where: 106 N. Vine
Phone: (785) 263-4356
Admission: $10 

Lake Shawnee:
What: Winter Wonderland.

Drive through Lake Shawnee’s
campground with a million
lights on 30+ displays decorat-
ing the park. New displays
annually. 

When: 6 to 10 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday through Dec. 31

Where: Lake Shawnee
Phone: (785) 267-1156
Admission: $5 donation 

Rantoul:
What: Memory Lane Dis-

play and Christmas Tree Farm.
View over 36 figures and
scenes, some animated, while
winding through the Christmas
tree farm. 

When: 5:30 to 10 p.m.
through Dec. 28

Where: 2710 Vermont Road
Phone: (785) 878-3793 or

(800) 296-6745
Admission: $3 per car 

Edgerton:
What: Christmas at Lanes-

field. Discover a turn of the
20th-century holiday. Make an
old-fashioned ornament, tour
the historic schoolhouse deco-
rated for the season. 

When: 1 to 5 p.m. Tuesday
through Sunday through Jan. 5

Where: Lanesfield School
Historic Site

Phone: (913) 893-6645
Admission: Free

Leisuretime ideas
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By Mike Heronemus

Editor

Holiday cheer glows brightly
on the streets of Junction City, and
the decorations offer a twinkling
invitation to spend some time

oohing and aahing at the sights. 
It’s one of those free holiday

happenings that Carolyn Tolliver-
Lee recommends as a way to beat
the season’s stress and some
unwanted holiday sadness in her
commentary on page 5 of this
issue of the Post.

A reconnaissance mission early
this week discovered that dense
pockets of home decorations are
lighting up a variety of neighbor-
hoods, but many streets in the city
boast a number of decorated
homes. 

Casual hunters of holiday dec-

orations will have no difficulty
finding brilliant displays just
about anywhere they drive.

Some of the displays discov-
ered during that reconnaissance
patrol are shown on this page.
Most were located on the same
block or just a couple of blocks

away from many more decorated
homes.

Some neighborhoods really
worth driving through:

• Greenhills, located west of
Eisenhower Drive and north of
Ash Street; 

• Indian Hills, located west of

U.S. Highway 77 and north of
McFarland Drive; 

• the length of Skyline Drive;
homes west of Washington Street
and between Sixth and Ash
Streets; and 

• homes west of Garfield Street
and south of Ash Street. 

Drive around town brightens outlook on Christmas season

Holiday spirit lights up Junction City

Post/Heronemus
This home sits on the south side of Skyline Drive about a block west of the Webster Street intersection. Several other homes nearby also are decorated for the season.

Post/Heronemus
This home on Robinhood Drive in Indian Hills combines Santa and Mrs. Claus with a
manger scene.

Post/Heronemus
This home on West Chestnut Street, near the intersection with Adams Street, lights up its
Christmas to all passersby. 

Post/Heronemus
This home on Winona in Indian Hills almost blazes with holiday color and warmth. 


